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Real-photos of the Campaign 
Postcards courtesy of Jim Estelle 

 

 
President Taft in Vineland, May 27, 1912 

 

 
Progressive Party “Bull Moose” Candidate 

Theodore Roosevelt at Millville Train Station, May 1912 
 

 
Progressive Party ”Bull Moose” Candidate  

Theodore Roosevelt at Vineland, N.J., May 24, 1912 
 

 
Progressive Party “Bull Moose” Candidate  

Theodore Roosevelt in Vineland, N.J.,  
Saturday, May 25, 1912. 

1912 Politics in South Jersey 
The US presidential election of November 5, 1912, has been called the 
worst political dog-fight in history.  Governor Woodrow Wilson (Dem. – NJ) 
was the winner in the end, taking 40 states and 435 electoral votes.  The 
Republican Party candidate, William Howard Taft, and the Progressive 
Party “Bull Moose” candidate, Theodore Roosevelt, split the other eight 
states; Roosevelt won six and incumbent president Taft won an 
embarrassing two – Vermont and Utah. 
 The three men shared many political idiosyncrasies; they were strong-
willed men endowed with a determined competitiveness.  Roosevelt had 
served as president from 1901 (taking office after the assassination of 
President McKinley) to 1909.  In 1908, Roosevelt practically hand-picked 
his successor when the Republican Party nominated William Howard Taft.  
Taft won that election easily, while running against three-time Democratic 
candidate William Jennings Bryan, he won 66% of the electoral votes.  By 
1912 however, Roosevelt and Taft were bitter political enemies and their 
combativeness made it possible for the Democratic Party to win the election 
after sixteen years of Republican domination of the federal government.  
 The result of the 1912 election was proof that the voter’s wanted a very 
different direction in American politics – the ways of McKinley, Roosevelt 
and Taft were being called into question.  The country was becoming more 
conservative and isolationist – a Democrat had not been elected since 
Grover Cleveland left the White House in March 1897.  However, what 
made 1912 so interesting was  the campaign leading to the primary election.   
 No one in political circles ever thought that Woodrow Wilson would be 
the Democratic nominee in 1912 – all eyes were on Champ Clark of 
Missouri – therefore in the days before the New Jersey primary, the 
electoral votes in the Northeast, especially New Jersey’s 12 votes, were 
highly contested.  New Jersey had voted for Democrats since 1892; the 
Republicans thought it was time for a change. 
 Interestingly Cumberland County, in southern New Jersey, was one of 
the hot-spots to watch politics in 1912.  Jim Estelle has recently found four 
real-photo postcards to prove it. 
 President Taft and “Bull Moose” candidate Theodore Roosevelt both 
made campaign stops in Cumberland County within a few days of each 
other.  After a bit of research in local historical societies, it has been learned   
that nearly twenty photographs exist showing Taft and Roosevelt in  the 
county’s three major cities – Bridgeton, Vineland and Millville. 
 A contemporary account of President Taft’s visit to Vineland, printed in 
the Vineland Evening Journal  on May 28, reads , “Mayor Sawyer welcomed 
President Taft during his visit here yesterday … the president’s voice 
sounded as if he was nearly worn out.  He had campaigned in Woodbury 
and other points north earlier and arrived here at 6:44 o’clock and was 
presented with a three-gun salute by the members of the naval reserve.” 
 The reporter continued, “The president’s speech to the gathered crowd 
of nearly 6000, recounted his good deeds of the last four years, and he 
thought his record entitled him to a second term.  After the speech, the City 
Silver Band played as the president’s automobile left the area.” 1.  
 The next day – May 28, 1912 – was the New Jersey Primary Election 
day.  President Taft lost New Jersey by more than 50,000 votes. 2. 
 Three days earlier, Teddy Roosevelt also visited Vineland, the Journal 
reported, “… his visit was only a few minutes, disappointing the crowd.  He 
barely took time to show his teeth when he appeared at the back of his train 
car with Judge Thuller and former Senator Stokes .  He gave everyone his 
typical Teddy grin and explained his visit would be short because his 
schedule included, too, stops in Millville and Bridgeton before day’s end.” 
 In Millville, it was reported in the Millville Daily Republican, “Colonel 
Roosevelt greeted the largest gathering ever seen on High Street.” 3. 
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r President’s Corner 
Happy New Year everyone.  I would like to thank the club for its 
confidence in choosing me as your new president.   
 I am eager to try some new ideas this year.  I have been 
thinking about these for some time.  Our mission should be to 
educate the public, cultivate new collectors, and increase our club 
attendance.  One idea is to post some of our dormant display 
boards (mini collections) in some strategic locations.  Places such 
as schools, post offices, libraries, grocery stores, even the church 
where we meet  - places where the cards w ould create public 
interest in our hobby.  Most of these places have a signage area 
which is a locked glass case.  Maybe we could do this for national 
postcard week (the first week in May).  We could create a display 
representing the history of a town and have a "then and now" 
comparison.  This would be a group effort and we could auction it 
off at Pocax ‘09.   
 How about every member making a board for the show this 
year?  Need ideas?  Cards could be found tell ing the story of 
someone's life; including a card of where they were born, 
schooled, even a home town view, plus career and achievements.  
Twelve to 21 cards can tell a nice story.  Or how about your 
favorite author's books?  The possibilities are endless. 
 I would like to arrange for some interesting guest speakers.  I 
belong to three other postcard clubs and have some good 
connections.  I may even give you my presentation on Singer 
sewing machine advertising postcards. 
 At the last meeting, it was f un listening to you describe your 
collecting interests.  This is what the club is all about  - sharing 
and learning.   
 Please feel free to contact me with any ideas or opinions. 
SJPC is your club and your input is essential.  Email is best: 
snflowrs@earthlink.net.  I am here for you. 
 Sincerely,                                      Lynn 
 

r Minutes from the January Meeting 
• President Lynn McKelvey 

presided over her first official 
club meeting with 17 members 
present. 

• Emily read minutes of the 
December meeting and Sal 
Fiorello presented the 
Treasurer’s report. 

• The topic for the Card of the 
Month Contest was “winter.” 
This card of Ice Scenery at 
Niagara Falls owned by Emily 
DiVento was the  winner.  

• Mary Chubik won the 50/50. 
• We did a, “Hi, I am.” for the first 

time in many months. 
 

February card topic is groundhogs, Lincoln, Valentine or 
Washington – take your pick.  Multiple entries welcome. 

 
Special Thanks to Members  

Who Have Made Contributions to the Club 
 

John Nieveen for his contributions to the Pic-Box. 
and 

Carol Pollock for volunteering to be the newsletter mailer.     

�� 
 

Dues Collection for 2009 Continues 
The last opportunity to pay your $10 (individual or family) 2009 
dues will be at the March meeting, or  you may mail your dues 
to: SJPC, c/o Mr. Sal Fiorello, 1930 S. Alder St., Philadelphia, 
PA 19148. 
 

r Editor’s Niche 
For me, nearly a whole career passed in a library where I 
specialized in research – cataloging was okay, but not nearly as 
much fun.  I haven’t done much research lately, but I still enjoy 
every minute I spend in libraries with dusty old books and 
microfilm of old newspapers. 
 I want to thank Jim Estelle for providing me a chance to re-
discover the joy of research.  While fact-checking on Jim’s real 
photos seen on Page One, at the Millville and Vineland libraries, I 
observed that in both places there were PC w orkstations for 
patrons to use the Internet.  Also in both places all seats were 
filled.  It was 4 p.m. on a Tuesday afternoon.  Do I need to tell you 
that I was all alone in the microfilm rooms?  I hope schools soon 
begin to teach Young America that some answers aren’t  found on 
computers. 

Z 
 During Christmas, Marie and I visited our daughter at her 
new home in California.  She recently accepted a position at the 
UCLA Library as the Special Projects Librarian.  In her eleven 
months there she has worked on the personal papers of Dr. Ralph 
Bunche, the personal account books of the 16th century Olansini 
Family from Florence, Italy, and several other collections of 
international noteworthiness.  When I visited Megan at her 
workplace, I found her in a distant back corner of the basement – 
thankfully because of some imaginative landscaping she does 
have natural light at her desk.   

The things on her desk were what fascinated me.   
Some of the items were, pictures of Dr. Bunche (seen 
here)  with men like Martin Luther King, Jr., and 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, account documents in 
medieval Italian that were 502 years old, and dozens 
of other treasures that were significant pieces of 

people’s lives - now preserved for modern researchers.   Megan’s 
chance to work with such things has made her father very proud. 
  

Z 
The three citations for the footnotes on Page 1 are: 
1. Vineland Evening Journal.  “Taft’s Visit Here Yesterday.”  
 28 May 1912:  P. 3. Col. 1, top. 
2. Vineland Evening Journal. “Election Gives Roosevelt Victory 
 by 50,000.”  29 May 1912:  P. 3. Col. 3, top.  
3. Millville Daily Republican.  Along the Avenue, “Fifty Years 
 Since Roosevelt’s Visit to Millville.”  25 May 1962:  Page 
 4.  Col. 1, top. 
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A Handling Fee If You Don’t Buy the Book 
Never heard of such a thing! 

By Donald T. Matter, Jr. 
I was killing time one sweltering afternoon last June 
in New York City when I came to a small book 
seller’s shop in the Upper East Side; somewhere in 
the 90s – around 95th, I think.  Not having had an 
opportunity to shop for antique books in New York 
for some years, I decided to murder a few minutes 
by browsing the shelves holding religious titles.  
Within minutes I found a book I wanted, or at least 

thought I did.  It was 
displayed in a glass case at 
the end of a section of books 
labeled with one of those 
brass plaques engraved with 
the words Religions of the 
World.  It was a beautiful 
book and its character called 
out of quality.  The title: The 
Book of Job, as translated 
from the original by Rabbi 
Abraham Elzas; with some 

comments on the poem by Elbert Hubbard . 
 So far so good, 
everything was reasonably 
straight forward until I saw 
a tiny, typed sign (who 
types anything anymore?) 
in the corner of the case.  
It read:  If we open this 
case and you do not buy a 
book, you will be charged 
a $100.00 handling fee. 
 Wow!  I wasn’t killing 
time; I was about to be 
robbed.  Within a few 
seconds I felt the eyes.  
You know what I mean, the eyes of a sales clerk 
watching you.  “May I be of assistance,” he asked. 
 “I don’t think so.  No!” was my immediate and 
emphatic reply, “But may I ask you a question?  
What is that little sign about?” 

 Here’s the story . . . “You 
know,” he started, “Elbert Hubbard 
was a very famous man, he is even 
listed in Wikipedia.” 
 HOLD IT.  THIS WAS A RED 
FLAG MINUTE.  IF I HAD NEVER 
LIVED ONE BEFORE, I WAS NOW.  

GET ME THE HELL OUT OF HERE, I THOUGHT. 
 Here, in front of me, was a young man who 
appeared to have reasonable intellect, he was 
dressed well, working in (or maybe even owning) a 
New York City business establishment, declaring to 
me, a certified curmudgeon who has learned 
internet surfing and email out of self defense, that 
someone is famous because he is listed in a free, 
on-line, user written encyclopedia. 
 The fact of the matter is, I knew who Hubbard 
was long before this guy was born.  I easily 
remember from reading history that Hubbard , an 

author and political and social malcontent, was 
among the passengers killed on May 7, 1915, when 
a German u -boat torpedoed the RMS Lusitania.  The 
irony being that Hubbard was traveling to Germany 
to do an interview with Kaiser Wilhelm. 
 Frankly, I didn’t want to hear any thing else as 
exciting as Elbert Hubbard being written up in an 
Internet encyclopedia, after all I’m 76 years old, my 
heart could not stand more of such excitement.  
 “So, how much is The Book of Job?”  I asked. 
 “Nineteen hundred dollars, plus tax” he said, in 
a tone of complete indifference. 
 

 
 

 PS: When I got to my computer that night in 
the Hotel Wales on Madison Avenue, I looked up 
the web site of my new favorite book store to stay 
away from.  Sure enough, there it was – at a 
smooth $1900.00 plus tax.  I copied every image 
on the site for you to see, with no shame or fear of 
copyright infringement, after all, this is an 
educational publication, right?  I learned a lesson 
that day – don’t ask questions about the obvious.  I 
paid dearly for it.  I had to endure that insufferable 
imp telling me 
who Elbert 
Hubbard was.     

Illustrations from The 
Book of Job.   
At right, one of Job’s 
daughters; at far 
right, a typical page - 
text with illustrations 
of the verse or florial 
embellishments. 
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Dan Cupid 
       By Susan Lane 

Cupid on postcards of Valentine’s Day seems predictable enough, but why the reference to Dan Cupid on vintage 
holiday postcards?  With a few helpful friends and waiting long enough for material to enter cyberspace, I finally 
found the reference for this muse, named as he was. 
 Dan Cupid’s early entrance into literature was in Shakespeare’s 1595 Love’s Labors Lost when the Bard 
invoked an image of cupid as a young lad who forced men to fall in love with the wrong women. 

 

This wimpled, whining, purblind, wayward boy, 
This senior-junior, giant-dwarf, Dan Cupid, 
Regent of love-rhymes, lord of folded arms, 

The anointed sovereign of sighs and groans,  
Liege of all loiterers and malcontents,  

Dread prince of plackets, king of cod pieces,  
Sole imperator and great general  

Of trotting paritors -- O my little heart! 
 

 Not forgotten, Dan Cupid returns . . . centuries later, in the second act 
of Sir Edward German’s opera Merrie England when “Dan Cupid Hath a 
Garden” or “The English Rose” (libretto by Basil Hood) is sung.  The 
opera begins with the crowning of the May Queen but weaves a story of 
love, jealousy, rivalry, and secrets in the English court of Queen Elizabeth 
I who shows her affection for Sir Walter Raleigh who in turn is secretly in 
love with the queen’s Lady in Waiting. 
 Perhaps “The English Rose” is not your favorite ballad, but its timing 
was just right. This light opera of 1902 played right into the hands of early 
20th century postcard illustrators as they designed Valentine’s Day cards 
highlighting the infamous Dan Cupid. 

The English Rose  
Dan Cupid hath a garden 
Where women are the flow'rs, 
And lovers' laughs and lovers' tears 
The sunshine and the show'rs. 
And oh! the sweetest blossom  
That in the garden grows, 
The fairest queen, it is, I ween, 
The perfect English rose, 
The fairest queen, it is, I ween, 
The perfect, the perfect English rose. 

 Let others make a garland 
Of ev'ry flow'r that blows! 
But I will wait till I may pluck 
My dainty English rose. 
In perfume, grace, and beauty, 
The rose doth stand apart, 
God grant that I, before I die, 
May wear one on my heart! 
God grant that I, before I die, 
May wear one, may wear one on my heart! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top - To my Valentine. Dan Cupid badly wants to know 
Whether you like the rings below . . . 
Published by Ernest Nister, E.P. Dutton & Co. No. 1570. Mailed in 1911. 
  
Above left  - Dan Cupid badly wants to know . . . Love to my Valentine  
Copyright 1909 H. Wessler. No. 520. Mailed in 1910. 
  
Dan Cupid 3 - Danny Cupid knows the game . . .  
Published by the Gibson Art Company. Mailed.      
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Livermore and Knight, Publishers of Extraordinary Advertising Postcards 
By Dan Friedman 

 

Starting in the early Pioneer Period, the early 1890s, the Livermore and Knight firm created some of the most innovative 
and creative advertising postcards ever printed.  Their early cards, made between 1892 and 1898 (numbers 1 through 
188) were always done in color and were single cards with add-ons, hidden pouches or designed with bags that 
contained a printed advertisement on a separate, folded, piece of paper.  
 

   
Livermore & Knight #265 showing the 
real string attached from the postcard 
through a hole near the top to the 
folded advertisement message.  
These cards are frequently found 
without the string and message. 

Livermore & Knight #187 showing the 
message attached to the tail of the 
middle duck.  The card has a pouch 
designed to allow the tail to be pulled 
out with the message.  

Livermore & Knight #325 showing the 
add-on grindstone that is made of 
sandpaper.  The card may be termed 
a mechanical as the wheel is inserted 
in the slit and may be turned on a 
metal pivot. 

 
 The address side of L&K postcards always contained a related line-drawing in the stamp box area. 

 
Detail of the address side of a standard size Livermore & Knight postcard 

showing a matching design to the one seen on card #187 above. 
 
 Apparently, these cards were sold by salesmen who helped write the copy to be included.  We find examples of 
L&K cards with different messages from advertisers in several different cities and states. 
 After the close of the classic Pioneer Period (1898) Livermore & Knight added new flourishes and developed 
cards that were masterpieces.  The newer cards were oversized cards and often had unusual die-cut add-ons. 

 
 

 
 
Livermore & Knight #308 showing the add-on water wheel that is made 
of printed paper.  This oversize postcard may also be termed a 
mechanical as the wheel is inserted in the slit and may be turned on a 
metal pivot. 
 
 
 
 
 

 The last Livermore & Knight cards in the period 1901 to 1910 were further changed into fold-over cards with 
printed messages on the inside.  The genius of the fold-over cards is the rare touch of inspired graphics melded with 
great punch lines. 
 For those interested in collecting Livermore & Knight postcards, a checklist is available.  Contact your editor. 
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Pieces of Our Collections
Coins on Postcards 

By Bud Shropshire  

Ever wonder where the dollar sign came from?  A little 
history is shown on this coin postcard. 

 
 

 Early American colonial money was carried in the form 
of wampum (mussel shells in the form of beads), beaver 
skins, and/or tobacco.  All were a commonly accepted 
media of exchange.  Immigrants had little use for coined 
money; however when traders arrived from foreign lands 
coins were usually demanded in payment for goods.  Any 
foreign coins were accepted, French Louis  d’ors , English 
guineas, German thalers, Dutch ducats , and various 
Spanish coins, particularly the Spanish milled dollar or 
piece of eight. 
 The piece of eight continued to be a standard money 
unit throughout the entire colonial period, even after the 
Revolutionary war the Spanish dollar and its fractional parts 
circulated in our country, with official sanction, until 1857. 
 One real (pronounced Ree’-al) equaled 12½ cents and 

a dollar equaled eight 
reals or 100 cents.  The 
Spanish milled dollar was 
known as the “pillar dollar” 
or “Piece of Eight.”  Two 
reals equaled 25 cents, 4 
reals equaled 50 cents.  
This principal coin of the 
American colonists was 
the forerunner of our 
silver dollar and its 
fractional divisions. 
 If you examine the 

left side of the reverse of the Spanish dollar you can see a 
“pillar” with an S shaped ribbon around it.  This is the origin 
of the dollar sign used today. 

  
 

 For anyone interested in postcards with coins , this 
early Hungarian card shows the exchange value of the 
various Hungarian coins with other country’s coinage.  
Many such cards can be found. 

Elsie the Borden Cow 
As found at Wikipedia.com 

Elsie is the unofficial mascot of 
the Borden Company. 
   Borden, Inc., was named 
after Gail Borden, Jr. (1801-1874), 
philanthropist, businessman, and 
inventor, who was the first to 
develop a commercial method of 
condensing milk. 
 Elsie was created in the 

1930s to symbolize the company and made an appearance 
at the New York World's Fair in 1939.  She also starred in 
the 1940 movie, Little Men.  For a time in the mid-1940s 
Elsie was  better known than some human celebrities and 
she remains among the most recognizable product logos in 
the United States  and Canada.  Elsie and her calves, 
Beulah, Beauregard, Larabee, and Lobelia, were featured 
at Elsie's Boudoir at Freedomland USA from 1960-1963.  
Freedomland was in the Bronx (NY), and was a true 
theme-park depicting America's history and was shaped 
like a map of the United States.  A live cow representing 
Elsie appeared on stage at the Borden's exhibit at the 
1964-65 New York World’s Fair. 
 Elsie’s  husband was Elmer the Bull.  He was  used by 
Borden's chemical division as the mascot for Elmer's Glue.  
 The first Elsie, a cow named You'll Do Lobelia, was 
born at Elm Hill Farm  in Brookfield, Massachusetts.  When 
Borden found her, she was owned by farmers in 
Connecticut.  Borden milked You'll Do Lobelia for every 
drop of PR she could deliver.  She was the guest of honor 
at press dinners in swank New York clubs.  She made a 
series of cross-country appearances in her custom 18-
wheeler, appropriately dubbed the "Cowdillac."  Regrettably  
on April 16, 1941, while on her way to Shubert Alley in the 
theater district of New York City, her Cowdillac, while 
stopped at a traffic light on Route 25 in Rahway, N.J., was 
hit from behind by another truck.  Elsie suffered neck and 
spine injuries and was returned to her home at the Walker-
Gordon Farm in Plainsboro.  The veterinarians determined 
she could not be saved.  She was "put to sleep" and buried 
on the farm where a headstone was erected at the farm's 
entrance, praising her as "one of the great Elsie's of our 
time." 
 

 
Chrome Borden Company advertising card. Postmarked April 6, 1961  

 

 As witnessed by this 1960s chrome from Freedomland 
USA, the company quietly christened a new Elsie and the 
advertisers moved forward, unaffected. 
 Elsie and other Borden postcards are found easily. 



February  2009                                         South Jersey Postcard Club                                                         Page 7. 
 

Book Review :  
ABLAZE In Lewes Harbor  

By Bob Kotowski  
 

The last cruise of the  
 SS Lenape  

It may surprise many ocean 
liner enthusiasts to learn that 
the Clyde Steamship 
Company’s largest and most 
luxurious passenger vessel 
sank less than a mile off the 
shore of Lewes, Delaware.  

 
 

 
 

OFF SHORE AT LEWES, DELAWARE, 
early morning hours of November 18, 1925. 

On November 17, 1925, the passenger-cargo steamship SS 
Lenape left its berth in New York City for what nearly 
everyone on board expected would be just another routine 
trip to Jacksonville, Florida.  But, a 30-year-old New England 
woman traveling with her 10-year-old, eight-year-old and 
three-month old sons had an uneasy feeling. 
 She was right.  Late at night, off the coast of New 
Jersey, fire broke out in the cargo hold.  As it worsened, the 
Clyde Lines steamer was forced to make a harrowing dash 
across the mouth of the Delaware Bay for Lewes, Delaware, 
where it ended up aground and ablaze. 
 Through the valiant efforts of the captain and crew, 
Delaware Bay and River pilots, and the residents of Lewes, 
only one life was lost from among the more than 300 
passengers and nearly 100 crew. 
 Ablaze in Lewes Harbor: the last cruise of the SS 
Lenape weaves the historical details of that fateful night with 
the recollections and perspectives of that young woman and 
her sons, reflected in personal journals and interviews. 
 What makes the book interesting for residents of the 
Delaware Valley is that the author was a long-time radio 
journalist at Philadelphia’s KYW Newsradio Station 1060.  
 Bob Kotowski is a native of the Delaware Valley, having 
been born in Wilmington and raised in New Castle County.  
He now lives in the Lewes/Rehoboth area and is a member 
of the Lewes Historical Society. 
 For postcard collectors, some of the illustrations used in 
the book are postcards and for the avid collector, postcards 
of the SS Lenape and several others of the Clyde Lines ships 
are available from most dealers . 

š ›  
 

 

The Monarch Butterfly  
Arthropods: An Amazing Migratory Cycle  

By Emily DiVento 

North American monarch butterflies are well known and in 
the summer months live in the northern United States and 
southern Canada. 
 

 
 

 When fall arrives, the Monarchs fly south, and along the 
way, other groups join in and in a short time there are 
thousands of butterflies in flight.  A tree can appear to 
change into a “giant flower” when they stop to rest.  The 
colors of black and orange are alive and beautiful. 
 Monarchs spend the winter in California or central 
Mexico.  They can fly as much as 2,000 miles in a single 
migration.  They then leave again for the north in spring while 
spreading out over the countryside in a slow flight.  Females 
lay eggs during the journey (populating different parts of the 
fly-path).  Caterpillars turn into butterflies  and then they fly 
north too.  Often those that make the trip as far as Canada 
are the children or grandchildren of those that flew from 
Canada the previous fall. 
 

 
 

 Monarch butterflies have rings of white, orange and 
black.  They also have two pairs of long black threads in the 
front and in the back of their bodies .  Their wingspan is  2½ 
inches to 4 inches.  Their antennae move violently when they 
are upset, and the bright colors of the caterpillar and butterfly 
serve to warn predators to stay away. 
 Milk weed plants, which are poisonous to other animals, 
are eaten by the caterpillars and the adults consume the milk 
weed nectar.  The poison from the milk weed stays within the 
monarch’s  body and serves as a protection. 
 For many years monarchs were found only in North 
America, however, they now have spread to the Philippines, 
Indonesia, Hawaii and Australia. 

 


